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1.1 Overview & Methodology 
 

A comprehensive research project regarding land use issues in Shelby County Kentucky was initiated by 
Shelby Area Rural Conservation and funded, in part, by a grant from the Kentucky Agricultural 
Development Fund with matching funding provided by the Shelby County Conservation District, the 
Shelby County Farm Bureau, Jack and Gwyn Trumbo, Phyllis Koch, and SARC directors Vivian Hayes, 
Walt Reichert, and Jim Ellis.                               
 
Land use is an extremely important issue for Shelby County.  The preservation of land to help sustain 
agricultural industries, preserve the rural landscape and protect water supplies and floodplains is an 
essential component in shaping and directing the comprehensive planning process to ensure the livability 
of the community. 
 
Shelby County’s highly desirable location, easy access to major transportation and close proximity to the 
Louisville metropolitan area all make it an ideal target for development. Therefore it is extremely 
important for Shelby County to undertake land preservation and growth management efforts and to seek 
the input of community leaders and residents to gain directional guidance for those efforts.  
 
The purpose of the research study was to provide a forum to accomplish the following objectives: 
 

• To examine and gain an understanding of how the community as a whole views 
agricultural development and rural preservation in Shelby County 
 

• To gain directional guidance in order to develop long range plans for land use 
and rural conservation in Shelby County 
 

• To provide a means for leaders and residents to have a voice in shaping the future of Shelby 
County 

 
The research was conducted in two stages. The first phase of the research, conducted in the fall of 2011, 
was designed to elicit the primary issues 18 key leaders in the community identified as the most pertinent 
to address in a survey targeted to the residents of Shelby County at large. 
 
The second phase of research, a telephone survey of 300 randomly selected Shelby County residents, was 
conducted between October 21st and November 29th 2011.     
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Telephone survey data were weighted for age and gender to more closely match that of the actual population, based 
on US Census data, shown below: 
 

 

 
 
Age figures for the actual collected percentages and final weighted percentages are shown below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gender figures for the actual collected percentages and final weighted percentages are shown below: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The sample of 300 provides research results at the 95% confidence level with a margin of error of plus or 
minus 5.25%.  To further analyze the results, the variables examined in the analysis included gender, age, 
and area of residence within Shelby County. 
 
The results of the telephone survey are summarized in this report, presented on January 19th, 2012.

Actual Population 
Gender % 

Male 49% 
Female 51% 

Actual Population 
Age % 

18-24 8% 
25-34 20% 
35-44 20% 
45-54 13% 
55-64 16% 
65 or older 8% 

Completed Survey Percentages 
Age % 

18-24 1.7% 
25-34 4.0% 
35-44 15.3% 
45-54 24.7% 
55-64 16.3% 
65 or older 38.0% 

Final Weighted Percentages 
Age % 

18-24 7.6% 
25-34 20.8% 
35-44 22.4% 
45-54 19.3% 
55-64 13.4% 
65 or older 16.6% 

Completed Survey Percentages 
Gender % 

Male 37.7% 
Female 62.3% 

Final Weighted Percentages 
Gender % 

Male 49.7% 
Female 50.3% 
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1.2 Demographic Profile of Respondents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Throughout this report, questions allowing multiple responses are marked with an asterisk (*). Totals for 
these questions may add to more than 100%.

Area of Residence: All Respondents 
 (Base: 300) 

 % # 
Rural Area 52.1% 156 
City 39.6% 119 
Town 8.3% 25 

Area of Residence: City or Town Residents 
 (Base: 144) 

 % # 
Shelbyville 89.6% 129 
Simpsonville 9.0% 13 
Waddy 0.8% 1 
Bagdad 0.6% 1 

Number of Acres Lived On (Rural Residents Only) 
 (Base: 156) 

 % # 
5 or less 41.1% 64 
6-20 27.5% 43 
21-50 13.4% 21 
51-100 5.0% 8 
101-200 5.6% 9 
Over 200 6.5% 10 
Don’t Know/ Refused 0.8% 1 

Education Level 
 (Base: 300) 

 % # 
Less than high school diploma 5.0% 15 
High school graduate or GED 30.8% 92 
Some college/Associate’s degree 32.7% 98 
Bachelor’s degree 21.5% 64 
Graduate or professional degree 10.0% 30 
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1.3 Insights 
 
The research reveals that Shelby County affords its residents a unique quality of life that offers a small 
town atmosphere with the pastoral beauty of the countryside, along with the amenities of city life. 
Residents highly value this unique combination and want a long-range plan for keeping rural areas and 
farmland. 
 
The survey findings indicate that Shelby County residents strongly feel that a balanced approach for 
growth is a high priority for future planning efforts, allowing for some conversion of rural land for other 
purposes, while protecting prime agricultural land.   In terms of opinions regarding the 2005 
Comprehensive Plan proposed allocations for the conversion of farmland for other uses, public sentiment 
is more favorable in regard to adding acreage for residential housing over additional commercial and 
industrial land allotments. 
 
SARC is uniquely poised to play an extremely important role in helping Shelby County become a model 
for other counties by conserving its agricultural heritage and land, promoting agriculture as a vital 
economic engine, and focusing on education and career development in the agriculture industry for its 
young people. 
 
While there appears to be a fairly high level of support for the exploration of a funding mechanism for an 
incentive program to conserve agricultural land, SARC would greatly benefit from taking on a broader 
mission and strategy.  Taking the time to work on initiatives and embarking on an image-building and 
educational campaign before pursuing any public funding referendum will increase its success. 
 
The focus of the potential initiatives and messages that SARC could convey that would resonate with 
residents might encompass the following topical areas: 
 

1. Economic contributions and advantages farming has on Shelby County.  
a. Statistics on the income generated and jobs that can be attributed both directly and 

indirectly to agriculture 
 

2. Locally grown food  (Kentucky Proud products) 
a. Building a stronger farmers’ market and promoting Shelby County’s agri-businesses 
b. Promoting the many benefits of buying and eating locally grown foods 

 
3. Education programs in local schools that prepare students for careers in agriculture 

a. Partnerships with career development programs in the high schools to encourage 
students to pursue careers in agriculture fields  

b. Internships on Shelby County’s working farms 
c. College scholarships for promising agriculture students  

 
4. The significant role of agriculture in Shelby County’s historic preservation efforts  

a. Partnering with historic preservationists to help conserve farms of historic significance 
b. Potentially creating a living history working farm that will serve to educate the public 

and students of the role of agriculture and its benefits in their lives 
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5. Environmental benefits 
a. Ecological and quality of life benefits of preserving greenspace and natural areas 

i. Prevents soil erosion and absorbs rainwater, improving drainage 
ii. Green spaces reduce noise & air pollution, with dense screens of trees and shrubs, 

and can even cleanse partially-treated wastewater 
iii. Introduces the natural into the urban environment 
iv. Fosters a connection between community residents and the natural environment 

that surrounds them, thus allowing for a more livable city. This is essential in order 
for a community to be sustainable. 
Side note:  Studies have found that residents living near green common spaces “had  
more social activities and more visitors, knew more about their neighbors, reported  
their neighbors were more concerned with helping and supporting one another and  
had stronger feelings of belonging” (Science Daily, 1999). 
 

SARC would also benefit from the inclusion of other community leaders in its planning efforts.  In the 
elicitation phase of the research, the individuals interviewed provided valuable insight into their visions 
for the focus of planning efforts and the role of agriculture.   
 

There needs to be a happy medium. We have to have economic development, but we get food from our 
farmland. We need money to pay for farmland preservation, but I am not sure of the source. 
Farming has been a cornerstone. There has to be a partnership between the agricultural community 
and the economic development community. We can always do better and get more people involved. 
 
Agriculture is a very important part of the community. We need to make sure that it’s appealing to 
everyone and maintain the rural heritage. But I’m not opposed to growth. I like small business and 
small manufacturing.  
 
Farming and agriculture will always have a place. We should do all we can to preserve farmland. 
Because of biogenetics, farmers can increase production and farmers can take advantage of the 
available land to produce food. There is also a demand for locally grown food. 

As SARC moves forward to accomplish its mission to preserve and protect Shelby County’s rural land, 
the research indicates that a course of action will be needed to educate the community on how agriculture 
contributes to the lives of residents. This will be necessary in order to maximize public support for 
funding a program for agricultural conservation easements.  
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2.0 Summary of Findings 
 
 

Like Most about Living in Shelby County 
 
 
Overall, the top three things that respondents like most about living in Shelby County are the small-town 
atmosphere, the friendly community, and the convenient location. Residents of Shelbyville were more 
likely to say that the small-town atmosphere is what they like most (33%), while rural residents were 
more likely to say that they most appreciate the friendly community (23%).  
 

What do you like most about living in Shelby County?* 
 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Small-town atmosphere & convenience 24.3% 18.9% 32.8% 8.4% 
Friendly/Good people/community 23.6% 22.9% 25.8% 12.1% 
Convenience of Location 22.5% 19.5% 25.4% 28.8% 
Rural/Country living 18.8% 27.8% 7.7% 20.9% 
Farmland/Farming 13.3% 21.7% 3.5% 10.5% 
Size/Smaller population 8.5% 7.5% 9.8% 7.1% 
Lifelong/Long-time resident 8.1% 8.2% 8.4% 3.7% 
Scenic Beauty 5.1% 5.2% 5.1% 3.7% 
Quiet & peaceful 3.9% 1.8% 6.6% 2.3% 
Less congestion/traffic 3.6% 3.8% 1.8% 16.9% 
Less expensive/Affordable 2.8% 2.3% 3.8%  
Good schools 2.1% 2.4% 1.3% 7.1% 
Low crime rate 1.0% 0.7% 1.4%  
Other1 8.8% 10.9% 6.2% 8.1% 

 
 
Once the responses are broken out by the respondents’ area of residence, it is clear that each of the three 
residential segments value different aspects of the community.  
 
Rural residents were approximately three times more likely to mention rural/country living than 
Shelbyville residents (28% to 8%), and rural residents were six times more likely than Shelbyville 
residents to mention farmland and farming (22% to 3.5%). 
 
Shelbyville respondents were more likely than residents in the other two segments to mention small-town 
atmosphere and convenience. 

                                                            
1 See appendix for other responses 

Shelby County residents most like 
the area’s small-town atmosphere. 



 

 

                               © 2012                            Shelby Area Rural Conservation Telephone Survey                                         Page 7   

Like Most about Living in Shelby County (continued) 
 

Selected verbatim responses:  
 

• I like the rural feel of Shelby County. I think that the lack of population makes us extremely 
unique. 
 

• I like the culture of Shelby County. I enjoy the small town feel with close proximity to Louisville 
and other larger cities. 
 

• I like the clean air, the farmland, and the rural areas of Shelby County.  
 

• I like that I am a part of the "countryside" living in Shelby County. I really enjoy being surrounded 
by land. 
 

• I like that there is no traffic, and that it is very easy to travel around town. I also like the bypass. 
 

• I was born here, and this rural family oriented community makes me feel at home.  
 

• The community is very friendly and inviting. 
 

• I like the hassle free feeling of the small community in Shelby County—not having to deal with the 
traffic of a big population. Shelby County is just the right size. 
 

• My family is from here.  It's a great community to live in.  It has one of the best EMT/police/fire 
services around. 
 

• I was born and raised here. I loved the country atmosphere.  
 

• I've lived here my whole life.  I've stayed here because I feel that the community is very caring. 
 

• I like the big lots to build on, and property is cheaper in the rural area. I like the community and 
have great neighbors. 
 

• The land I lived on is very spacious.  
 

• I like living in Shelby County because the taxes are cheaper and I like the horses.  
 

• I like the excellent school because the teachers take interest in your children. 
 

• I like it, because the crime rate is not as high as some of the surrounding cities. 
 

• I like living in Shelby County because of the factories they have here. 
 

• I like living in Shelby County because it is a nice quite environment and no violence. 
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Most Important Issue Facing Shelby County 
 
24% of respondents said that jobs and employment 
are the most important issues facing Shelby County 
today.  
 
It was the number one issue according to both rural residents and Shelbyville residents, though the most 
important issue to residents of other parts of the county was managing the immigrant population. 
Population growth was the second most important issue overall. 
 

What do you think is the most important issue facing Shelby County today?* 
 
Shelbyville respondents’ second-most mentioned issue, behind jobs and employment, was education and 
the school system.  The second-most mentioned issue by rural respondents, also behind jobs and 
employment, was population growth. Notably, while the loss of farmland and overdevelopment of Shelby 
County was the fifth top concern overall, rural residents were more than twice as likely as Shelbyville 
residents to consider it the top concern.  
 
Shelbyville residents were significantly more likely than residents of the rest of the county to list drugs 
(10%) and crime and safety (10.5%) among their top concerns. 
 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Jobs/Employment 24.0% 19.7% 30.8% 10.8% 
Population growth 15.5% 19.0% 11.7% 11.2% 
Managing the immigrant population 12.7% 13.7% 10.5% 21.6% 
Education/School System 12.0% 9.3% 15.6% 8.4% 
Loss of farmland/Overdevelopment 6.6% 9.1% 3.5% 8.1% 
Drugs 5.6% 0.9% 10.1% 15.6% 
Crime/Safety 5.3% 1.3% 10.5% 2.3% 
Taxes 4.0% 4.4% 2.5% 11.5% 
The economy 3.8% 1.7% 6.4% 2.3% 
Roads 2.7% 4.8%  4.4% 
High school football field drainage problems 2.2% 3.4% 1.0%  
Maintaining rural heritage 1.0% 1.5% 0.4%  
Other2 17.7% 20.3% 13.7% 26.0% 
Don't know 9.0% 9.6% 7.9% 11.1% 

 
 
 
 

                                                            
2 See appendix for other responses 

Jobs and employment are considered the most 
important issues facing Shelby County today. 



 

 

                               © 2012                            Shelby Area Rural Conservation Telephone Survey                                         Page 9   

Most Important Issue Facing Shelby County (continued) 
 
Selected verbatim responses: 
 

• I think meeting the needs of population growth, especially in regards to schools and education, is 
the most important issue facing Shelby County today. 

 

• Too many unemployed people. Not enough jobs. 
 

• The political system needs improving. 
 

• Education needs a lot of improvement. The kids are not getting adequate education. 
 

• As a homeowner myself, we don't want anymore subdivision growth.  No more housing! 
 

• Immigration is the biggest issue I see with Shelby County. 
 

• I would have to say roads in bad weather. Sometimes it takes a little longer to get to the back 
roads. 

 

• Drug use is widespread in our county. 
 

• The schools – we need more quality teachers. 
 

• The most important issue facing Shelby County is the over-development of the land. It used to be a 
rural county, but not some much anymore.  It's not what it used to be. 

 

• We need to try educating our subculture and have a better FFA program at both high schools. 
 

• Collins field needs to be fixed. 
 

• The city is doing all of this industrial, residential, and commercial building. Shelby County is 
losing the beauty of Shelby County. You are not going to be able to get a good piece of land for 
farming. 

 

• The most important issue facing Shelby County is racism and drugs. 
 

• Schools need to be built for the growing community. 
 

• Employment is a big issue facing Shelby County. The majority of the community commutes to 
Jefferson County for employment. 

 

• I think that over-development and poor land use are the most important issues facing Shelby 
County today. The land should be used for appropriate projects like expanding when needed, but 
not used to over-expand purely for money. 
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Importance of Planning Infrastructure Items 
 
 
 
 
Respondents were asked to rate the importance of 
four specific items pertaining to planning and infrastructure in Shelby County, as well as how well Shelby 
County is performing in those areas. The highest importance rating was given for providing citizens with 
basic infrastructure. 
 

On a scale of 10 to 1, with 10 being “Highest in Importance” and 1 being “Lowest in Importance,” 
please rate how important each of the following is to Shelby County. 

 

(Scale: 10=Highest in Importance; 1=Lowest in Importance) 
 

Average Importance Ratings 
 

Rating Item Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Providing citizens with basic infrastructure 
such as sewers, roads and other public services 

8.27 8.31 8.28 7.71 

Keeping the unique characteristics of Shelby 
County 

8.23 8.46 8.05 7.40 

Long range planning for keeping farmland and 
rural areas 

8.14 8.55 7.72 7.18 

Long-range planning for growth and 
development in and around the cities and 
towns in Shelby County 

7.86 8.02 7.62 8.35 

 
 
Providing public services and basic infrastructure was rated as the most important overall.   
 
Rural residents’ highest-rated item was long-range planning for keeping farmland and rural areas. (They 
gave it a significantly higher importance rating than Shelbyville and Other residents did.)  
 
Other residents’ highest-rated item was long-range planning for growth and development (8.35), which 
was higher than the overall average of 7.9 for this item. 
 
 
 
 
 

The highest importance rating was given for 
providing citizens with basic infrastructure. 



 

 

                               © 2012                            Shelby Area Rural Conservation Telephone Survey                                         Page 11   

 
Performance for Planning Infrastructure Items 

 
 
 
 

Out of the four areas rated in this section, Shelby 
County earned the lowest performance rating for long-range planning for growth and development (6.5 
out of 10). The other three areas rated in this section received only slightly higher job performance 
ratings, indicating that the public believes that the county could be doing a better job in all four areas.  
 
The highest performance rating earned by the County was for providing citizens with basic infrastructure.  
 
Respondents from Other parts of the county persistently gave each of the four areas a lower job 
performance score than Shelbyville and rural respondents did.   
 

 
On a scale of 10 to 1, this time with 10 being “Excellent” and 1 being “Poor,”  

please rate how well you think Shelby County is doing in those same areas. 
 

(Scale: 10=Excellent; 1=Poor) 
 

Average Job Performance Ratings 
 

Rating Item Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Providing citizens with basic infrastructure 
such as sewers, roads and other public services 

7.45 7.69 7.32 6.18 

Keeping the unique characteristics of Shelby 
County 

7.29 7.39 7.28 6.27 

Long range planning for keeping farmland and 
rural areas 

6.83 6.76 6.94 6.52 

Long-range planning for growth and 
development in and around the cities and 
towns in Shelby County 

6.48 6.73 6.21 6.21 

 
 

The lowest job performance rating was given for 
long-range planning for growth and development. 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Comparing Importance and Performance for Planning Infrastructure Items 
 
For each item listed, the performance rating given by the respondents was lower than its corresponding 
importance level rating.  
 
The largest gap between average importance rating and average job performance rating was given for long-
range planning for keeping farmland and rural areas; it had a cumulative importance rating of 7.9 and a 
cumulative job performance rating of 6.5, suggesting that Shelby County residents perceive that the area 
that is most lacking in commitment from Shelby County is in the area of farmland and rural land 
preservation. 
 

Importance vs. Performance 
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Comparing Importance and Performance for Planning Infrastructure Items (continued) 
 
The tables below show the percentage of respondents from each area who gave a rating of 9 or 10 for each 
of the items:  
 

Providing citizens with basic infrastructure 
such as sewers, roads, and other public 
services 

Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Top 2 Box (9-10) Importance 47.2% 47.1% 49.3% 30.7% 
Top 2 Box (9-10) Performance 22.6% 21.4% 24.8% 16.5% 

 
 
 

Long-range planning for growth and 
development in and around the cities and 
towns in Shelby County 

Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Top 2 Box (9-10) Importance 41.3% 48.8% 32.9% 36.7% 
Top 2 Box (9-10) Performance 22.7% 21.4% 24.8% 18.2% 

 
 
 

Long-range planning for keeping farmland 
and rural areas 

Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Top 2 Box (9-10) Importance 46.7% 61.0% 30.7% 35.1% 
Top 2 Box (9-10) Performance 16.6% 20.3% 13.0% 9.7% 

 
 
 

Keeping the unique characteristics of Shelby 
County 

Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Top 2 Box (9-10) Importance 49.5% 56.0% 43.8% 28.6% 
Top 2 Box (9-10) Performance 25.3 24.9% 27.6% 9.8% 
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Land Use 
 
While 44% of respondents consider the increase 
of residential land by 35% to be just right, 40% 
consider the increase to be too much. This 
suggests that public sentiment on the issue is 
nearly evenly divided between those who think 
the increase is appropriate and those who think it 
is too much.  
 
Shelbyville residents were more likely to say that the increase is just right, while rural residents were 
more likely to say that the increase is too much. 

 
 

The 2005 Comprehensive Plan envisions the conversion of agricultural land for other uses. Please tell me 
if you feel the land conversion for each of the following uses is Too Much, Just Right, or Not Enough to 

meet the needs of the community within the next 10 years. 
 

A. Increasing the existing residential land from 7,500 acres to 10,113 acres,  
which is an increase of 35% 

 
Increasing Residential Land 35% 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Too Much 40.2% 43.2% 35.1% 54.1% 
Just Right 43.7% 37.2% 52.7% 35.1% 
Not Enough 7.4% 9.0% 6.0% 3.7% 
Don’t Know 8.6% 10.7% 6.3% 7.1% 

 
The increase of commercial land by 75% was considered too much across all respondent segments. Less 
than 4% of respondents said the increase is not enough, while approximately 35% overall said the 
increase is just the right amount.  
 
Shelbyville and Other respondents were more likely than rural residents to say that the increase is too 
much. 
 
B. Increasing the existing commercial land from 1,208 acres to 2,123 acres—which is an increase of 75% 
 

Increasing Commercial Land 75% 
Response Total 

(300) 
Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Too Much 50.7% 47.5% 53.6% 59.5% 
Just Right 35.3% 35.1% 37.0% 22.9% 
Not Enough 3.4% 3.4% 2.8% 8.1% 
Don’t Know 10.5% 13.9% 6.6% 9.5% 

Respondent sentiment about the planned 
residential land increase is nearly evenly 
divided between those who think the increase is 
too much and those who think it is just right. 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Land Use (continued) 
 
Nearly 60% of all respondents agreed that 113% is too much of an increase of industrial land. Shelbyville 
residents were the most likely (64%) to say that the increase is too large, while rural residents were most 
likely to say that the increase is not enough.  

 
C. Increasing the existing industrial land from 1,417 acres to 3,010 acres—which is an increase of 113% 

 
Increasing Industrial Land 113% 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Too Much 59.9% 57.9% 63.8% 47.6% 
Just Right 27.3% 24.4% 28.8% 45.3% 
Not Enough 3.4% 5.9% 0.8%  
Don’t Know 9.3% 11.8% 6.6% 7.1% 

 
 
Women were significantly more likely than men to say that the planned increases in land zoned for 
residential, commercial, and industrial uses are too much.   
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Importance of Having Long-Range Plan 
 
More than half of all respondents said that having a long-range plan for balancing land use is highest in 
importance. Nearly 90% of all respondents rated its importance at an 8 or higher.  
 
Shelbyville residents were more likely than rural or Other residents to rate the importance of planning for 
land use as a 10. 
 
On a scale of 10 to 1, with 10 being “Highest in Importance” and 1 being “Lowest in Importance,” how 
important do you believe it is for Shelby County to have a long-range plan to ensure there is a plan for 

balancing residential, commercial, and industrial growth, along with keeping agricultural land? 
 

(Scale: 10= Highest in Importance; 1= Lowest in Importance) 
 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Top 2 Box 73% 72.5% 77.9% 35.4% 
Highest in Importance – 10 57.0% 53.1% 64.6% 31.7% 
9 16.0% 19.4% 13.3% 3.7% 
8 15.6% 16.4% 14.3% 18.3% 
7 4.3% 3.7% 3.4% 16.9% 
6 2.3% 3.0% 1.5% 2.3% 
5 2.0% 1.0% 2.2% 11.5% 
4 0.5% 0.7% 0.3%  
3     
2 0.4% 0.4% 0.4%  
Lowest in Importance – 1 1.1% 2.0%   
Don’t Know 1.0% 0.4%  15.6% 
Average 9.04 8.94 9.26 8.13 
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Agreement with Specific Items Pertaining to Farming and Agriculture in Shelby County 
 
Respondents were asked to indicate their level of agreement with specific statements pertaining to 
farming and agriculture in Shelby County.  
 

I’d like to read you some statements, and would like you to tell me if you Agree or Disagree with each 
one. (Scale: Strongly Agree=4; Somewhat Agree=3; Somewhat Disagree=2; Strongly Disagree=1) 

 
 
“Having working farms in Shelby County makes it a better place to live” received the highest overall 
level of agreement at 98%. Less than 1% disagreed. 
 
Rural residents were more likely than the rest of the respondents to Strongly Agree with the statement.  
 

Having working farms in Shelby County makes it a better place to live 
Response Total 

(300) 
Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 25.9% 32.2% 19.9% 12.1% 
Somewhat Agree 71.8% 65.5% 77.5% 87.9% 
Somewhat Disagree 0.9% 0.4% 1.5%  
Don’t Know 1.5% 1.9% 1.1%  
Average 3.25 3.32 3.19 3.12 

 
 
 
 
98% of all respondents agreed that farmland is important because it is a source of food. Additionally, rural 
respondents were more likely than Shelbyville and Other respondents to Strongly Agree. 
 

Farmland is important because it is a source of food 
Response Total 

(300) 
Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 21.0% 24.3% 18.3% 9.8% 
Somewhat Agree 76.6% 74.0% 79.9% 77.1% 
Somewhat Disagree 2.0% 1.3% 1.5% 13.2% 
Don’t Know 0.3% 0.4% 0.3%  
Average 3.19 3.23 3.17 2.97 
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Agreement with Specific Items Pertaining to Farming and Agriculture in Shelby County (continued) 
 
Over 97% of respondents agreed that Shelby County’s long and rich history of farming and agriculture 
should be kept for future generations.  
 

Shelby County’s long and rich history of farming and agriculture should 
be kept for future generations 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 18.7% 22.6% 14.7% 10.8% 
Somewhat Agree 78.7% 74.7% 83.2% 82.1% 
Somewhat Disagree 2.1% 1.9% 1.8% 7.1% 
Don’t Know 0.5% 0.8% 0.3%  
Average 3.17 3.21 3.13 3.04 

 
 
Over 92% of all respondents agreed that farms contribute to the county’s unique character, with rural 
respondents most likely to Strongly Agree.  
 

Working farms in Shelby County contribute to the unique character of 
Shelby County within the Louisville area 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 19.9% 25.7% 13.8% 10.8% 
Somewhat Agree 72.3% 64.9% 80.7% 77.1% 
Somewhat Disagree 4.7% 5.0% 4.4% 4.7% 
Strongly Disagree 0.4% 0.7%   
Don’t Know 2.7% 3.7% 1.1% 7.4% 
Average 3.15 3.20 3.10 3.07 

 
 
Overall, 91% of respondents agreed that that there should be education and incentive programs to 
encourage young people to get into farming. Rural respondents were more likely than Shelbyville 
respondents to agree that such programs should exist.  
 

There should be education and incentive programs to encourage young 
people to get into farming 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 16.9% 20.1% 14.4% 4.7% 
Somewhat Agree 74.4% 74.7% 74.4% 71.6% 
Somewhat Disagree 5.9% 3.7% 8.1% 10.5% 
Strongly Disagree 0.2%  0.4%  
Don’t Know 2.6% 1.5% 2.7% 13.2% 
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Average 3.11 3.17 3.06 2.93 
 Agreement with Specific Items Pertaining to Farming and Agriculture in Shelby County (continued) 
More than 80% of respondents agree that agricultural land should be set aside to prevent it from being 
developed. Rural respondents, though, were slightly more inclined to disagree.  
 
There were a fairly high number of residents who responded that they don’t know if agricultural land 
should be set aside. (Shelbyville residents were the most likely to say they didn’t know.) 
 

Since converting agriculture land for other purposes changes that land 
forever, zoning regulations should set aside prime agriculture land to 

prevent it from being developed 
Response Total 

(300) 
Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 16.8% 20.9% 13.2% 6.1% 
Somewhat Agree 64.3% 59.1% 68.7% 80.8% 
Somewhat Disagree 8.9% 10.8% 6.5% 9.5% 
Strongly Disagree 0.7% 1.3%   
Don’t Know 9.3% 8.0% 11.6% 3.7% 
Average 3.07 3.08 3.08 2.96 

 
 
 
 
Shelbyville respondents were the most likely to agree (95%) that farmland conservation should be 
integrated into Shelby County’s long-range plan for growth and development.  
 

Farmland conservation should be integrated into Shelby County’s long-
range plan for growth and development 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 13.1% 15.7% 10.6% 8.4% 
Somewhat Agree 79.9% 75.9% 84.4% 82.1% 
Somewhat Disagree 5.2% 6.4% 3.4% 7.1% 
Strongly Disagree 1.1% 2.0%   
Don’t Know 0.8%  1.5% 2.3% 
Average 3.06 3.05 3.07 3.01 
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Agreement with Specific Items Pertaining to Farming and Agriculture in Shelby County (continued) 
 
88% of all respondents agreed that the county should explore a program to provide funding to give 
farmers incentives to keep agricultural land in Shelby County. Rural residents were more likely than the 
average to Strongly Agree that such a program should be explored.  
 

A program to provide funding that would give farmers incentives to keep 
agricultural land in Shelby County should be explored 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 17.6% 22.3% 13.1% 6.8% 
Somewhat Agree 70.4% 68.5% 71.6% 80.1% 
Somewhat Disagree 9.4% 6.8% 12.0% 13.2% 
Strongly Disagree 1.2% 1.3% 1.3%  
Don’t Know 1.4% 1.2% 1.9%  
Average 3.06 3.13 2.98 2.94 

 
 
 
 
Over 20% of the combined respondents said they don’t know if agricultural land represents a net 
economic benefit to local government in Shelby County. 31% of Shelby County respondents and 14% of 
rural respondents said they did not know if they agreed or disagreed with the statement, suggesting a lack 
of information among residents about the economic benefits of farming in Shelby County. (This statement 
elicited the highest number of “Don’t Know” responses out of all the questions in this section.) 
 

Agricultural land represents a net economic benefit to local government 
because it generates more in property tax revenue than it receives back 

in public services 
Response Total 

(300) 
Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 9.0% 14.6% 2.8% 4.4% 
Somewhat Agree 64.9% 65.1% 62.5% 84.8% 
Somewhat Disagree 4.8% 6.2% 3.6%  
Don’t Know 21.3% 14.1% 31.2% 10.8% 
Average 3.05 3.10 2.99 3.05 
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Agreement with Specific Items Pertaining to Farming and Agriculture in Shelby County (continued) 
 
Over 85% of all respondents agree that there should be a greater focus on growing the agriculture 
economy in Shelby County. Rural residents were most likely to Strongly Agree.  
 
Shelbyville residents were approximately 10 times more likely than rural residents to say that they don’t 
know if growing the agriculture economy should be a greater focus or not. 
 

There should be greater focus on growing the agriculture economy in 
Shelby County 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 12.6% 16.9% 8.0% 6.8% 
Somewhat Agree 72.8% 73.5% 72.0% 72.9% 
Somewhat Disagree 8.7% 8.5% 9.2% 7.1% 
Don’t Know 5.8% 1.1% 10.7% 13.2% 
Average 3.04 3.09 2.99 3.00 

 
 
84.5% of respondents agreed that an important goal for the next 10 to 30 years is to keep as much 
agricultural land as possible. Shelbyville residents were the most likely to think otherwise, with 
approximately 18% disagreeing.   
 

An important goal for the next 10 to 30 years is to keep as much 
agricultural land as possible 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 12.2% 19.2% 4.0% 10.8% 
Somewhat Agree 72.3% 69.7% 75.0% 75.4% 
Somewhat Disagree 11.2% 5.9% 17.5% 11.5% 
Strongly Disagree  0.2%  0.4%  
Don’t Know 4.1% 5.2% 3.1% 2.3% 
Average 3.01 3.14 2.85 2.99 
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Agreement with Specific Items Pertaining to Farming and Agriculture in Shelby County (continued) 
 
The results suggest that the benefits of agriculture tourism are more widely known to rural residents than 
to residents of the rest of the county. 87% of rural residents agreed that working farms contribute to the 
tourism sector, while only 70% of Shelbyville respondents and 74% of Other respondents agreed.  
 
18% of Shelbyville respondents said they don’t know if working farms in Shelby County contribute to the 
tourism sector of the local economy, which is much higher than the percent of rural residents who 
responded that they don’t know (2%).   
 

Working farms in Shelby County contribute to the tourism sector of the 
local economy 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 8.5% 11.9% 4.3% 8.4% 
Somewhat Agree 70.4% 75.0% 65.3% 65.9% 
Somewhat Disagree 12.4% 11.5% 12.0% 21.3% 
Strongly Disagree 0.2%   4.4% 
Don’t Know 8.7% 1.6% 18.4%  
Average 2.95 3.00 2.91 2.78 

 
 
Overall, 72% of respondents agreed that development should occur primarily on land in and around 
Shelbyville and Simpsonville. Rural respondents were significantly more likely to agree (77%) than 
respondents from Shelbyville (67%) and other parts of the county (69%). 
 
Shelbyville respondents were the most likely to disagree with the statement, with nearly a quarter 
disagreeing.  
 
This statement earned the lowest mean agreement score and the highest number of disagree responses. 
 

Development should occur primarily on land in and around Shelbyville 
and Simpsonville 

Response Total 
(300) 

Rural 
(156) 

Shelbyville 
(129) 

Other 
(15) 

Strongly Agree 5.3% 8.1% 2.3% 2.3% 
Somewhat Agree 67.1% 69.1% 64.7% 66.6% 
Somewhat Disagree 19.6% 15.2% 23.6% 31.1% 
Strongly Disagree 0.4% 0.8%   
Don’t Know 7.5% 6.7% 9.4%  
Average 2.84 2.91 2.77 2.71 
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Agreement with Specific Items Pertaining to Farming and Agriculture in Shelby County (continued) 
 
A summary of all of the statements, ranked by total percentage of respondents in agreement, are shown 
below: 
 

Rank Statement % Agree 

1 (Tie) Having working farms in Shelby County make it a better place to 
live 

97.7% 

1 (Tie) Farmland is important because it is a source of food 97.7% 
2 Shelby County’s long and rich history of farming and agriculture 

should be kept for future generations 
97.4% 

3 Farmland conservation should be integrated into Shelby County’s 
long range plan for growth and development 

93.0% 

4 Working farms in Shelby County contribute to the unique character 
of Shelby County in the Louisville area 

92.2% 

5 There should be education and incentive programs to encourage 
young people to get into farming 

91.3% 

6 A program to provide funding that would give farmers incentives to 
keep agricultural land in Shelby County should be explored 

88.0% 

7 There should be greater focus on growing the agriculture economy 
in Shelby County 

85.4% 

8 An important goal for local government over the next 10 to 30 years 
is to keep as much agriculture land as possible 

84.5% 

9 Since converting agriculture land for other purposes changes that 
land forever, zoning regulations should set aside prime agriculture 
land to prevent it from being developed 

81.1% 

10 Working farms in Shelby County contribute to the tourism sector of 
the local economy 

78.9% 

11 Agricultural land represents a net economic benefit to local 
government because it generates more in property tax revenues than 
it receives back in public services 

74.0% 

12 Development should occur primarily on land in and around 
Shelbyville and Simpsonville 

72.4% 
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Opinion on Property Tax to Fund Conservation Program 
 
Overall, 53.5% of respondents were in favor of a property value-based tax to fund farmland conservation.  
 
Shelbyville respondents showed the lowest level of support for the tax.  
 

Would you be in favor of or opposed to a 1 penny per $100 of property value tax to fund a voluntary 
conservation program? 

 
 

1¢ Per $100 Property Value Tax 
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Opinion On Fast Food Cup Surcharge To Fund Conservation Program 

 
57% of respondents support a local surcharge on fast food cups to fund a farmland conservation program.  
 
Support for this type of program was highest among rural respondents and lowest among Shelbyville 
respondents.  
 

Would you be in favor of or opposed to a 1¢ local surcharge on fast food cups to help fund a voluntary 
farmland conservation program? 

 
 

1¢ Local Surcharge on Fast Food Cups 
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Question 1: What do you like most about living in Shelby County? Other Responses 
 

• Good work force if you want to work.  
• I don’t like the way the local government is taxing us;  Taxes in general keep going up (especially 

property taxes), but the value of my property keeps going down. 
• I don't have the neighbors living close to me.  
• I don't like living here; I am only here because of the land I lived on.   
• I found a lovely home in Shelby County 10.5 years ago.  
• I have access to wildlife and nature.  
• I have only lived here 2 years, but what I like most is the new Kroger.  
• I honestly don't like it here.  
• I know how to get where I need to go.  
• I like being close to my family.  
• I like my church.  
• I like the bypass.  
• I like the churches here.  
• I like the clean air.  
• I like the fact that it encompasses a large area.  
• I like the healthcare; I spend a lot of time in the hospital.  
• I like the job I have.  
• I like the opportunity for employment.  
• I like the shopping in the community. 
• I love the connection I feel to the area.  
• I moved here because of work and I've liked it ever since.  
• It has good roads.  
• It has one of the best EMT/police/fire services around.  
• It’s not growing too fast for the development in the community.  
• It's just a good place to live.  
• Me and my sister were the 1st black set of twins ever born in Shelby county.  
• Retired from state-in Frankfort KY.  
• The county is growing and there are new stores to shop for clothing.  
• The weather – it is nice here compared to Chicago, where I moved from.  
• There is a strong emphasis on horses and the activities that go along with horses.   
• There is plenty of water.  
• They have built a brand new court house and health department.  
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Question 2: What do you think is the most important issue facing Shelby County today?. Other 
Responses. 
 

• Better centers for children to keep the youth off the streets; we finally got a movie theatre and it 
has helped somewhat.  

• Christian values, safety of the town; there was a time when you could walk down the street in the 
dark; now you cannot.  

• Get rid of politicians in this town.  
• Having to expand our roads and more homes.  
• I do not get involved in politics or the community; I stay to myself since my husband passed; my 

husband and I never followed or got involved in the community.  
• I feel the government has spent beyond its means and will affect Shelby County as well.  
• I feel the issue we are facing today is losing tobacco and the shortage of workers to help out on 

the farm land. 
• I think it is not producing tobacco.  
• I think it is the farming, because when you go to the farmers market to purchase some food, prices 

are too high; it seems like the farmers have to make money somehow, so they are over charging 
the community they grow in.  

• I think one issue facing Shelby County today is getting through traffic downtown; it is too 
congested. 

• I think Shelby County has a lot of traffic coming through the city.  
• I think that the country feel will be ruined if there is too much expansion.  
• I think that the most important issue facing Shelby County today is the lack of voting by young 

people; they should be exercising their rights to vote more often in order to create change within 
our community.  

• I think the issue today is the new roads that are built with asphalt; they aren't needed.  
• I think the laws here are prejudice and one-sided; in the black neighborhoods, we don't get 

adequate snow removal or street cleaning.  
• I think the most important facing Shelby County today is not enough residential housing for the 

growth in the community. 
• I think the most important issue facing Shelby County today is the current laws on zoning.  
• I think the most important issues facing Shelby County is there are far too many Democrats in this 

state.  
• I think the overpopulation is an important issue.  
• I think there should be laws when selling 5 acre lots to people, especially in the rural community; 

people are getting these lots and doing whatever they want; they are going out just shooting their 
guns, when their neighbors beside them have livestock.  

• I think we spend a lot of money and don't get a lot of return for it; we are trying to improve our 
county but sometimes you have to go back to go forward.  

• If someone is wealthy and their child goes to school and is not passing, the parents can buy a 
passing grade.  

• If the Governor kept his promise like he said he would, it would be a good place.  
• Inheritance tax – Get rid of it; if you want young people to get into farming, the family shouldn't 

have to sell the farm to pay taxes. 
• Interstate 64 has too many accidents occurring on that interstate.  
• It is a hub to Louisville and other bigger towns; I think that this makes Shelby County a little too 

busy at times.  
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• Lack of a PACE funding program.  
• Not enough cable lines in Shelby County; some areas do not have cable.  
• One of the most important issues facing Shelby County today is housing. 
• People refuse to accept growth because of too many restrictions on development due to the 

elective officers.  
• Public transportation – there’s not enough here.  
• Shelby County wants remain a small county; there was an attempt to bring in an airport and the 

community did not want that.  
• Shelbyville has a lot of historical buildings that are not being maintained and taken care of.  
• So many houses are on the market because of foreclosure.  
• Socialism – where this country is going today.  
• Spending too much money on buildings when there’s nothing wrong with the buildings they’re in 

now.  
• The agriculture process – the prices of keeping it are too high.  
• The convention center debate.  
• The Hispanics’ housing situation – multiple families are living in one housing unit.  
• The issues facing Shelby County today for me is the changing of farmland to horse-farm land.  
• The leadership here isn't trying hard enough to bring new growth to Shelbyville; instead, they are 

spending money we don't have.  
• The overcrowding in public schools.  
• The political system needs improving.  
• The prices are going up on everything.  
• The zoning changes often.  
• There are not enough department stores and grocery stores.  
• There are not enough homes to house this growth of population.  
• There's not really a middle class; people have either tons of money or they don't have much money 

at all. 
• Traffic is getting bad.  
• Urban growth-industries coming in.  
• Urban sprawl; I don't want us to end up like Oldham County; they've turned all of their farmland 

into 5 acre tracts that are perfectly good for farming; save that land for farming and use the land 
that's not able to be tilled for subdivision development; there's also been too much focus on 
increasing the amount of residential land.  

• We also need to pay our farmers more; there is so much farmland here, but farmers aren't being 
paid enough for the services and products; we should offer more programs or fundraisers to help 
them; after all, they supply things that we need to live; to not pay them what they deserve isn't 
right; if we were to provide incentives to the younger generation to get into farming, how would 
that be beneficial to them if they won't be making any money?  

• We need a Judge Executive that runs our county and doesn't need a helper; no one else has had to 
hire a Deputy Judge Executive.  

• We need a smoking ban. 
• When I do get around town, the traffic has changed a lot. 

 
 
 


